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tale, so when the Hackney Developmentnusl a
presligious educationa body, sounded out Julian
aboli wofting on anolher neg ected chapter in
black history he did not hs tate.

.When the idea ror a jz opea aboln the
Negb Leagu6 was f6t pitched ro me - no pun
jnrended - | went ior t st€ight away, because
those issu6 dd interels, i.cluding sport, ja
dd the struggle against ac sm, a€ a I close io
my h@4|" Jllian Eca led r@ntly over a work ng
lunch al his localgastrc pub. "ltold them I oved
th€ dea bLt wolld wanl to col aborat€ with Mike
a1ah wctutsJ at the launclr, to the |eft af Julian
J@phl becaus6 | liked his writino style and we'd
worked so w6ll logelh* on Brdgelowe. Happily,

produCrion dosigned tor ch |dre., was to k€6p ihe
storyl ne simple. 'rhe€5 ont one adull chfrctor
and rhat s sarcher Paige, p ayed by clevetand
watkiss. Allhe other paris, ncluding the extras
players, umpire and sections ol the cEwd - ae
taken bychld€n.In alw6 have 120 otthem, aged
n n6 and len, irom two Hdknsy primary schools,
Jub lee and Kingshead. Th€ main chl d chaacter,
played by Jodan Lfra is a kid cal ed Chadle
who wanls to be a pb basbd play€r He lollows
the carers ot Paige, Gibso., Robin$f od Buck
o'Neiri, and rhar's what bings canvb the srory

BErch Rickey, lhe cl€v6r ex-player who g@med
J&k e Rob nson lor the Major League. Wntirg
rhe music took me aboLn th€e mofrhs. l,l ke
had al@dy cofre up wlth ryn.s dd id€s lor the
$ngs with n lhe I betlo, so that mad€ my job

Was it had lor the chi den lo l€m th6se
sonqs? Not r€liy. I lound another wonderful lh ng
aboutworkjng wirh schoolkds sthat if you dont
actual y te I them smethirg's had, they just sel
on witn it. I do lake caE to wr te the music so thal
it wil $und naturaldd not che6y, but laso @n

€cognisa a poblem, lhose moments
I do have ro rewdte something.^

Delving d6per inro rhe game's history, th6
iwo men uncore€d seve€l siarlllng iac6, one
oi which pbvided the opera wlth its title and
the sp end d anwod< ol its posteB. "Shadawball
was uie name given to lhe e\t€ordirary frime
show Negro Leagu6 play€rs wou d pul or
beiore gffis," explained Julian. lt seemed
like lhey were actua ly pitching, hilting,
lielding and thrcwing, bultheba was
fiaginary some ians woL d th nk rhe
gme had actua ly staded. This clever
exhibiilon by the p ayee w6 a so a way
ol empower ng theme ves, shaF€ning
th6 r skills and showboaUng, whlch is a
big th nq among black sportsfren. Tlrey
know how to showboat."

two palr harmonis and some mnged
a caon, you know The kids ove that."

Wh le providing a Jz Ag€ so€ to
onstage slory Julian's onstage goup
out ils ownjzcredentias. We have

Ma* Hodgson, dtummerMark

he pans a@ in unison, Wlh eme

and irumpeler Russell Bennetl,

Comperirion w6 iierce, too, n
thGe segr€qaied tim6 when tz w6
lhe best paid career option for btack
Aneicans, w th qambl ng second

fiom rhe B/dgelower orchestra, with
Clahar on ses He p als tenof,

and sopBno, plls cldinei and llute.
doesn'r ger his cricaldue, but lthink

scliools a I dound the UK over ihe ne\1
@ y€fs. lt wi I be oLn ol my hands thenl

be@me palr of th€ National Curri.ulum,

not ovenong consideEb y shorter tho

, which w6 onginalytn€e

And l! a show wiih a happy end ng.
1947 Jacke Fob nson shattered lhe

bd and loined lhe Bboklyn Dodg*.
1o his courage in iacing down
cowds ffd w nning lhem over with

is dceplional skill - lhe Dodgerswon the

he's on6 of our most talented playe6."
ps we went to press, reh@Fals wee going

well, w th derybody ooklng iovard lo lhe
opening night, at lhe Mormaid llear€ in cedral
Lordon. "Aiter that, we'e qoing to lak€ it on the

bad,' *id Julian. "lt willplay to over 200

and bseball a doe thircl. Many bie nme )w
mls cians owned a 16am, which made *nss
b@use iheir bdds w6re touring the sane
towrs 6 lhen bds. "Duke, cab, Basie, they atl
owfed a t€m," said Julian, "you know, tundinq
ihe un ioms, the k t, ths g4oline, and iading
wlrh dh* Negb Lesue clLbs ror the best
playe6. The€ were a lot ol d6ta rs ro be woRed
do rhe ibretto and I think rr/ike did a great job
wilh thal. Let me tel yo! about him. He s a writer
and nov€ isl who @me to Br tain from Guyana
6 a chi d over 40 y€B ago. Het a kind oi
Rena ssdce man, a cu€tor ol tustivals, of an, ol
mdy an slic ihings- He! also the 6 der brother
ol Trovor Phill ps, ongtime head ofth6 Equality
and Human Fighrs Clmmi$ion. met lrlik€ some
yea6 ago when we were both nc uded in a book
aboLn B/.ck Brfors. During the aunch w6 got
la king and found we sha€d many i.terests and
ldeologies,llke jz, an and casi€lmusic.

Even betlei they worked wel togethel I
lound it a very natLral prccs' L ke me, Mike's not
t@ preious aboul his work, He do6nl object if
I wafi io change some dera I dd don't m nd I
he wants to chdge som6lhing l've dofe. Therel
a very easy iow ol ide6 between us, ils no ef,blr
to accommodate one another a so I ike the way
he wm6 the detail and clanly he puts even into
such comprex subjedts as so.ioloqi€l hisrory dd
acism. Yo!'llindthat n his hands asciptsounds
very unbi4ed, not like the wods of $mene whh
an obvious chip on his shou der"

Ilreir aim, n c@t ng a algsi Malom-style

lhe lnusualstage $t €pBenrs a baebal
diamond, with the etcher at r6ar centesraqe ard
the pitcher cerlestage, with a commenlary box
a.d soct ons of the cbwd n the winqs. Wjthod
usr.g t4er glnsi 6ked Jllian, how d d he
contrcl 120 hypeactive kids? He laugh€d. "No,
lheyle qr€t. You might m@t a bit oJ rsistan€ ai
ftsi but lhe thlng is, when you get theh working,
lhey e f ne. Jonalhan i\4oore takes cft ol al that,
he a masl€r d @clor and actor, exlreme y musial
and irtelllqent. met him rirough composer Malk
Anlhony TLhase. lle s whire-hes lrish-he
underslands the sltugqlel"

Every opea musl have ts aras and Julan
supplesoveradozen. lrre€@14principal
thems and varialiors, a.d sohe good sonqs
the@ - 'Sunday Afternoon , This Gm6 is Ufe', the
nBwsboy theme, 'Exka Eitra" and 'rh€ waiels

Abigail GEhm, aho plays Char ie's moth€r
C ndy, sings So Fa€way', o.e olthe mosl
chal engjng $ngs n ihe $o@. Cab Ca loway,
playod by Samsn Adeola in a zoot slit dd lals6
moustach€, a so has a blg scene. llren the6 s a
rumber fo. Ronnie Pale@n 6 the enlrepreneur

league chfrpionship n his liBt sedon - he
wG s@n iol owed by Roy Campan€lla and many
others. With n 1 I months, I50 black p ayeB w€re
staning ir the mator leagues and the principal

Neg@ L€gue had disbanded io. ever Anothef or
ts stars w6 oon Newcombe, a Dodgee pitcher
who looked so much ikeSonny Follins ihat
sonnyw6 given the nickrame 'Newk". li yo!
ov€r wondeEd why Sonny! @leb€led B u,. Nole
album is €lled Newks rrne, row you krow

Blek and H spanic playeF or lodayb majoF
league teds re mulli m llionair€s. SLp66laE
like Barry gonds, who rsti€d alt6r b€akinq the
legendary Babe Flth's alHjm€ homoiun r€ord,
Derek Jeter, CC Sabathia, David "Blq Papi" orliz
and A ex Fodnguez, who used to date Madonna,
bank lhe kind of morey $at maks Wayne Rooney
and evs David eeckham look like benefit es.
And as ior Bernie Wil ims, the New York Yanke6
sluggqwho lisrs his hobbesas "playlng je
qu taf' and recently app@red at rhe Fochsis
J@ Fesl va , I reckon he's got it all. I
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